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PARTIE 3

The PAST CONDITIONAL is used to express what WOULD HAVE HAPPENED 
under certain circumstances. Note the forms of the verbs in heavy print:

À ta place, In your place (If I had been you),
je n’aurais pas pris ma voiture. I would not have taken my car.

A. Le conditionnel passé pp. 322-323

Continued...

Je serais allé(e) en ville en bus. I would have gone downtown by bus.
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In the past conditional, the agreement rules 
for the past participle are the same as in the 
passé composé.

Tu n’as pas invité ta copine. À ta place,
je l’aurais invitée.

A. Le conditionnel passé pp. 322-323

FORMS

The PAST CONDITIONAL is formed as follows:

CONDITIONAL of avoir or être  +  PAST PARTICIPLE
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INFINITIVE

PAST
CONDITIONAL

voyager

NEGATIVE

INTERROGATIVE

aurais voyagéj’

n’aurais pas voyagéje

aurais voyagé?est-ce que tu

aurais-tu voyagé?

aurais voyagétu

aurait voyagéil/elle/on

aurions voyagénous

auriez voyagévous

auraient voyagéils/elles

A. Le conditionnel passé pp. 322-323
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INFINITIVE

PAST
CONDITIONAL

aller

NEGATIVE

INTERROGATIVE

serais allé(e)je

ne serais pas allé(e)je

serais-tu allé(e)?

serais allé(e)tu

serait allé(e)il/elle/on

serions allé(e)snous

seriez allé(e)(s)vous

serient allé(e)sils/elles

A. Le conditionnel passé pp. 322-323

serais allé(e)?tutu
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INFINITIVE

PAST
CONDITIONAL

s’amuser

NEGATIVE

INTERROGATIVE

me serais amusé(e)je

ne me serais pas amusé(e)je

te serais-tu amusé(e)?

te serais amusé(e)tu

se serait amusé(e)il/elle/on

nous serions amusé(e)snous

vous seriez amusé(e)(s)vous

se seraient amusé(e)sils/elles
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te serais amusé(e)?tutu
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USES

The following sentences express what WOULD HAVE HAPPENED 
if certain past conditions HAD BEEN MET.
Note the use of tenses in the sentences below.

Si j’avais étudié, If I had studied,
   j’aurais réussi à l’examen.    I would have passed the exam.

Si vous étiez allés à la boum, If you had gone to the party,
   vous vous seriez amusés.    you would have had fun.

Hypothetical sentences that refer to the past are usually 
formed according to the pattern:

si-clause  MAIN or RESULT clause

pluperfect past conditional

Continued...
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Note the English equivalents of the past conditional of vouloir, pouvoir 
and devoir.

J’aurais voulu voir ce film. I wish I had seen that movie.
(I would have liked to see that movie.)

Tu aurais pu me téléphoner. You could have called me.

Vous auriez dû attendre. You should have waited.

A. Le conditionnel passé pp. 322-323
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Continued...

PRESENT

To describe. . . si-clause

• a possibility
(concerning a 
future event)

FUTURE

IMPERATIVE

main or result 
clause

Si je vais en ville,
j’achèterai le journal.

Si tu vas au supermarché,
achète du pain.
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Continued...

IMPERFECT

To describe. . . si-clause

• a hypothetical
situation (usually
contrary to reality)

CONDITIONAL

main or result 
clause

Si j’avais un billet, 
j’irais au concert.
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PLUPERFECT

To describe. . . si-clause

• a hypothetical
situation in the past

PAST
CONDITIONAL

main or result 
clause

Si j’avais étudié, 
je n’aurais pas raté l’examen.
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