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PARTIE 2

The FUTURE tense is used to describe what people WILL DO, what 
WILL HAPPEN. 
The verbs in the following sentences are in the future tense.

L’avion partira dans dix minutes. The plane will leave in ten minutes.
Nous irons en France cet été. We will go to France this summer.

A. Le futur p. 201

Continued...

The future tense is a SIMPLE tense. It is formed as follows:

FUTURE STEM     +     FUTURE ENDINGS
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INFINITIVE

FUTURE STEM

FUTURE

parler

NEGATIVE

INTERROGATIVE

parler-

parleraije

FUTURE
ENDINGS

parlerai pasje ne

parleras?est-ce que tu

parleras-tu?

-ai

parlerastu -as

parlerail/elle/on -a

parleronsnous -ons

parlerezvous -ez

parlerontils/elles -ont
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INFINITIVE

FUTURE STEM

FUTURE

finir

finir-

finiraije

FUTURE
ENDINGS

-ai

finirastu -as

finirail/elle/on -a

finironsnous -ons

finirezvous -ez

finirontils/elles -ont
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Continued...

INFINITIVE

FUTURE STEM

FUTURE

vendre

vendr-

vendraije

FUTURE
ENDINGS

-ai

vendrastu -as

vendrail/elle/on -a

vendronsnous -ons

vendrezvous -ez

vendrontils/elles -ont
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Continued...

The stem of the future always ends in -r.

For most verbs,

FUTURE STEM     =     INFINITIVE (minus -e, if any)

partir  je partirai écrire j’écrirai
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Some verbs have irregular future stems.

INFINITIVE

acheter achèter- j’achèterai

appeler appeller- j’appellerai

payer paier- je paierai

FUTURE STEM

avoir aur- j’aurai

être ser- je serai

aller ir- j’irai

faire fer- je ferai

venir viendr- je viendrai
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Some verbs have irregular future stems.

INFINITIVE

devoir devr- je devrai

pouvoir pourr- je pourrai

vouloir voudr- je voudrai

FUTURE STEM

envoyer enverr- j’enverrai

recevoir recevr- je recevrai

savoir saur- je saurai

voir verr- je verrai

Also: il y a         il y aura il pleut         il pleuvra
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Note the use of the future in the following sentences.

Continued...

Si le bus n’arrive pas, If the bus does not come,
   nous prendrons le train. we will take the train.

Si je passe par l’agence de voyages, If I go by the travel agency,
j’achèterai les billets. I will buy the tickets.

The above sentences express what WILL HAPPEN if a certain condition is 
met. They consist of two parts:

• the si (if) clause, which expresses the condition
• the result clause, which tells what WILL HAPPEN 
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In French, as in English, the pattern of tenses is:

si-clause: PRESENT result clause: FUTURE

Si j’ai de l’argent, je voyagerai.
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Compare the use of tenses in French and English in the following sentences.

Continued...

J’attacherai ma ceinture I will fasten my seat belt
quand l’avion partira. when the plane leaves.

Quand nous arriverons à Paris, When we arrive in Paris,
nous passerons par la douane. we will go through customs.

When referring to future events, the French use the future tense in both 
the quand (when) clause and the main clause. The pattern is:

quand-clause: FUTURE result clause: FUTURE

Quand j’aurai de l’argent, je voyagerai.
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The future is also used after quand when the main clause is in the 
IMPERATIVE and a future event is implied.

Écris-moi quand tu seras à Nice. Write me when you are in Nice.
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In the sentences below, the verbs in heavy print are in the CONDITIONAL.

Continued...

Si c’était les vacances, . . . If it were summer vacation, . . .
• je voyagerais • I would travel
• nous irions au Sénégal • we would go to Senegal
• vous n’étudieriez pas • you would not study

The CONDITIONAL is used to describe what people WOULD DO, what 
WOULD HAPPEN if a certain condition were to be met.

The CONDITIONAL is a simple tense which is formed as follows:

FUTURE STEM     +     IMPERFECT ENDINGS
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INFINITIVE

FUTURE

CONDITIONAL

parler

NEGATIVE

INTERROGATIVE

parlerai

parleraisje

parlerais pasje ne

parlerais?est-ce que tu

parlerais-tu?

-ais

parleraistu -ais

parleraitil/elle/on -ait

parlerionsnous -ions

parleriezvous -iez

parleraientils/elles -aient

je

IMPERFECT
ENDINGS
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Continued...

INFINITIVE

FUTURE

CONDITIONAL

finir

finirai

finiraisje -ais

finiraistu -ais

finiraitil/elle/on -ait

finirionsnous -ions

finiriezvous -iez

finiraientils/elles -aient

je

IMPERFECT
ENDINGS



HomeHome

PARTIE 2

D. Le conditionnel p. 207

Continued...

INFINITIVE

FUTURE

CONDITIONAL

vendre

vendrai

vendraisje -ais

vendraistu -ais

vendraitil/elle/on -ait

vendrionsnous -ions

vendriezvous -iez

vendraientils/elles -aient

je

IMPERFECT
ENDINGS
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Continued...

INFINITIVE

FUTURE

CONDITIONAL

aller

irai

iraisje

IMPERFECT
ENDINGS

-ais

iraistu -ais

iraitil/elle/on -ait

irionsnous -ions

iriezvous -iez

iraientils/elles -aient

je
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Verbs that have an irregular future stem keep the same stem 
in the conditional.

avoir   aur-    j’aurais être    ser-    je serais
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