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The basic form of averb iscalled the infinitive. Many French
infinitivesend in -er. Most of these verbs are conjugated like
parler (to speak) and habiter (to live). Note the forms of the
present tense of these verbsin the singular. Pay attention to their

endings.
INFINITIVE parler
STEM parl-
PRESENT TENSE Je parle francais. -e
(SINGULAR) Tu parles anglais. -es
lI/Elle parle espagnol. -e

Continued...
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The basic form of averb iscalled the infinitive. Many French
infinitivesend in -er. Most of these verbs are conjugated like
parler (to speak) and habiter (to live). Note the forms of the
present tense of these verbsin the singular. Pay attention to their

endings.
INFINITIVE habiter
STEM habit-
PRESENT TENSE J habite a Paris. -e
(SINGULAR) Tu habites a Boston. -es
lI/Elle habite a Madrid. -e

Continued...
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The present tense forms of -er verbs consist of two parts:
STEM + ENDING

* The STEM does not change. It isthe infinitive minus -er:

parler parl- habiter habit-
» The ENDINGS change with the subject:
je ™™ -e tu ™™ -es il/elle™ -e

2 The above endi ngs are sient.
2 Je becomes |’ before avowel sound.

jeparle j’habite

Continued...



Home

LEARNING ABOUT LANGUAGE

Verbs conjugated like parler and habiter follow a predictable pattern.

They are called REGULAR VERBS.

Continued...
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Note the plural forms of parler and habiter, paying attention to

the endings.
INFINITIVE parler
STEM parl-
PRESENT TENSE Nous parlons francais. -ons
(PLURAL) Vous parlez anglais. -ez
lls/Elles parlent espagnol. -ent

Continued...
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Note the plural forms of parler and habiter, paying attention to

the endings.
INFINITIVE habiter
STEM habit-
PRESENT TENSE Nou§_[1abitons a Québec. -ons
(PLURAL) Vouleabitez a Chicago. -ez
IIs/EIIeleabitent a Caracas. -ent

Continued...
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— |n the present tense, the plural endings of -er verbs are:
nous — -0ns vous—> -ez iIS/elles— -ent

—> The -ent ending is silent.

—> Note the liaison when the verb begins with a vowel sound:

Noug,_, étudions.

V4

Voug,_j nvitez Thomas.
V4

IIs\_babi tent en France.

V4

Ell es\_'ai ment Paris.
V4

Continued...
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Observation When theinfinitive of the verb endsin -ger, the nous
form endsin -geons.

Nager . NoUS nageons
manger . Nous mangeons

Voyager : Nous vVoyageons



Compare the affirmative and negative forms of parler.

AFFIRMATIVE NEGATIVE

je parle

tu parles

il/elle parle

je ne parle pas
tu ne parles pas

il/elle ne parle pas

nous parlons
vous parlez

iIs/elles parlent

nous ne parlons pas
vous ne parlez pas

iIs/elles ne parlent pas

Continued...



"-J RAPPEL The negative form of the verb follows the pattern:

=\l

(+ VOWEL SOUND)

|

|

|

|

| :
| Subject +|ne|+ VERB + pas
|

|

|

|

1

[ Link to Image ]

Il ne travaille pas ici.

Je n’invite pas Pierre.

Continued...



English has several verb forms for expressing actions in the present.
In French there is only one form. Compare:

| play tennis.
Je joue au tennis. | do play tennis.

| am playing tennis.

_ _ | do not play tennis. (I don’t play tennis.)
Je nejoue pas au tennis.
| am not playing tennis. (I’m not playing tennis.)
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infinitif 5. o8
Note the use of the infinitive in the following French sentences.

Jameparler francais. | liketo speak French. | like speaking French.
lIsn’aiment pas danser. They don't like to dance. They don’t like dancing.

To express what they like and don'’t like to do, the French use these
constructions:

SUBJECT + PRESENT TENSE + INFINITIVE...

of aimer

Nous aimons voyager.

Continued...
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Note the use of the infinitive in the following French sentences.

Jame parler francais. | liketo speak French. | like speaking French.
lIsn’aiment pas danser. They don't like to dance. They don’t like dancing.

To express what they like and don'’t like to do, the French use these
constructions:

SUBJECT + n’ + PRESENT TENSE + pas + INFINITIVE...

of aimer

Nous n’aimons pas voyager.

Continued...
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Note that in this construction, the verb aimer may be affirmative
or negative:

AFFIRMATIVE: Jacques aime voyager.
NEGATIVE: Philippe n’aime pas voyager.

— Theinfinitive is aso used after the following expressions:

Jepréfere... | prefer... Jepréferetravailler.
Jevoudrais... | would like...  Jevoudraisvoyager.
Je(ne) veux (pas)... | (don't)want... Jeveux jouer aufoot.

Est-cequetu veux... Doyouwant... Est-cequetu veux danser?
Je(ne) peux (pas)... Ican(lcan't)... Jenepeux pasdiner avec toi.
Jedois... | haveto... Jedois étudier.
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