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Être (to be) is the most frequently used verb in French. Note the 
forms of être in the chart below.

SINGULAR

PLURAL

être to be
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je suis I am

tu es you are

il/elle est     he/she is

nous sommes     we are

Continued...

ils/elles sont         they are

vous êtes     you are
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Être (to be) is the most frequently used verb in French. Note the 
forms of être in the chart below.

SINGULAR

PLURAL
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Je suis américain.

Tu es canadienne.

Il est anglais.

Nous sommes à Paris.

Ils sont à Genève.

6
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Vous êtes à San Francisco.

Continued...
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Note the liaison in the vous form:

Vous êtes français?

Note the expression être d’accord (to agree):

—Tu es d’accord avec moi?  Do you agree with me?

—Oui, je suis d’accord!  Yes, I agree.

z
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When talking to ONE person, the French have two ways of saying you:
    •  tu (“familiar you”) is used to talk to someone your own age 
         (or younger) or to a member of your family
    •  vous (“formal you”) is used when talking to anyone else

When talking to TWO or more people, the French use vous.

RAPPEL   You should use …

TU or VOUS?

HomeHome
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•  vous to address your teacher

•  tu to address a classmate
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• The words je (I), tu (you), il (he), elle (she), are called SUBJECT

    PRONOUNS.

         • SINGULAR pronouns refer to one person (or object).
       • PLURAL pronouns refer to two or more people (or objects).

• The VERB être (to be) is IRREGULAR because its forms do not follow
   a predictable pattern.

• A chart showing the subject pronouns and their corresponding verb
   forms is called a CONJUGATION.

LEARNING ABOUT LANGUAGE

HomeHome

A Le verbe être et les pronoms sujets p. 84

Une invitation6
LEÇON

Continued...



HomeHome

Une invitation6
LEÇON

The French have two ways of saying they:
    •  ils refers to two or more males or to a mixed group of
         males and females
    •  elles refers to two or more females

ILS or ELLES?
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In the next slide, the sentences on the left are statements. 

The sentences on the right are questions.  These questions are 

called YES/NO QUESTIONS because they can be answered by 

yes or no.

Continued...
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Stéphanie est ici.     Est-ce que Stéphanie est ici?
     Is Stéphanie here?

Tu es français.     Est-ce que tu es français? 
    Are you French?

Paul et Marc sont au café.     Est-ce qu’ils sont au café?
     Are they at the café?

B

STATEMENTS YES/NO QUESTIONS
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Note how the French questions begin with est-ce que.
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Tu veux jouer au foot.     Est-ce que tu veux jouer au foot?
    Do you want to play soccer?

Continued...
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Yes/no questions can be formed according to the pattern:

est-ce que + STATEMENT?

est-ce qu’ (+ VOWEL SOUND)

HomeHome

Est-ce que Pierre est ici?

Est-ce qu’il est en ville?
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In yes/no questions, the voice goes up at the end of the sentence.

Est-ce que Paul et Florence sont au café?

In casual conversation, yes/no questions can be formed without 
est-ce que simply by letting your voice rise at the end of the sentence.

 
Tu es français? Cécile est en ville?
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Observation  When you expect someone to agree with you, another 
way to form a yes/no question is to add the tag n’est-ce pas at the end 
of the sentence.

Tu es américain, n’est-ce pas?

Tu aimes parler français, n’est-ce pas?

Vous êtes d’accord, n’est-ce pas?

You are American, aren’t you?

You like to speak French, don’t you?

You agree, don’t you?
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Compare the affirmative and negative sentences below:

AFFIRMATIVE NEGATIVE
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Je suis américain.            Je ne suis pas français.
           I’m not French.

Nous sommes en classe.            Nous ne sommes pas en vacances.
             We are not on vacation.

Claire est là-bas.            Elle n’est pas ici.
             She is not here.

Continued...

Tu es d’accord avec moi.            Tu n’es pas d’accord avec Marc.
             You do not agree with Marc.
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Negative sentences are formed as follows:

HomeHome

SUBJECT +  ne   + VERB +  pas

n’  (+ VOWEL SOUND)

Éric et Anne ne sont pas là.

Michèle n’est pas avec moi.
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