


Background Information

Shesp have played an impaortant role in buman histary. They
were among the first species to by domesticated and pro-
vided both mest for foad and weal for clathing, Sheep akif
hides wete sluo used lot elothing and shalter, The weaving
andl felting of wool were amona the fiest arts to be developed,

The Spanish whis founded old 5anta Fe. New Mexico. are
thought ta have brought the multicolored sheep, from which
the Nacks belonging to the Native Ametican Navajis are
descended. The first British sheep ware brought to Virginia in
1608 by the London Company.

Common breeds of sheep are Ramboulllet, Columbia, Car-
riedale and Dorset, all white-faced hreads, and Suffolk and
Hampshire, the block faced bresds,

Growth and Feeding

Female sheep are called ewes and male sheap are rams
The olfspring of a ewie and a ram is alamb. Ewes ars usually
bred In the fall and give birth in the late winter and early
spring. When & ewe gives birth, it is called lambing, Ewes
are pregnant (o about five months before they give birth
Thiey usually give birth te ane or twe lambs, but sometimes
they give birth to three or lour lambs at a time. Lambs
nurse ther mathers lor two 1o three maonths and then they
are weaned. Lambs are sold to market at approximately
four to sevien months of age and welgh betwesn 115 and
140 pounds.

Like cattle, she=p are ruminants which means they have
four carmpartments in thelr stomachs. Sheep do not have
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Cuts of Lamb

Larrils i the meat from young sheap thal are undef one year
of age. Lamb chops, rack of lamb and leg of lamb are some
af the mgre important cuts of lamiy
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Products

any upper front testh, When eating forages such as grass
and alfaifa, they close the lowst teeth against the dental
izad of the upper Jaw, Ewe lambs and wethars (neutersd
males) that are ralsed fof meat are also fed graing such as
enrn, oate and grain serghum,

Sheep Dogs

[Dogs aften play an important role |n sheep production. There
are two kinds of she=p dogs: guarding dogs and working dogs.
Breeds sich as Great Pyrenees, Komondors, of Anatollans
guard the shesp herd from other animals that prey on them.
such 84 coyates. The dogs stay with the theep at all imes and
scare wild animals away,

Working dogs, llke Border Collies and Australian Shepherds,
are bam with herding instincs and herd sheep fram one place
1 anothier. These dogs are also very intelligent and eager 1o
warh

Shearing

The bady of a sheep |5 covered with wodl, Cartain bresdd

of sheep have higher quality woel, Once a year the wool 1§
temoved by shearing, After shaaring, the wool is carded 1o
untangle and straighten the fibers and remave any rémain
ing dirt, The wool is now a long, soft untwisted strand of
fibet ready to be spun Inta yarn. The yarn is weavesd or
knitted Into latbic Waol is & natural renewable product that
Is eanlly dyed any colot. 11 is used To Make swealE, COALS
scarves and rugs, eic. An average flesce from one sheap will
provide enough fabric for one wool sult.

Top 10 Minnesata Counties Raling Sheep in 2007
Limeain, Mutray; Plpsstons, |yon, Cattanweod Goodhue:
il Cotter Tal, Lave Chul Marke ol Kandtiyaht

Other Products

Lanolin i an oll extracted from sheep's woal and used |n
cosmetics and lubsricants. Woal that |8 needle-punched
andfar bonded is used a8 muleh te plant seeds; to clean
up ol spills and greass
around machinery; for
[nsulation In homes
and bulldings; and a3
a1 Inter-liner in wintel
dlothing Other by-
prodicts from sheep
Include plano keys,
candlés, shampoe,
fertilizer, chewing gum,
and medicines such as
rartlesnake aniivenin
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SHEEP

|, Using the box provided, draw a ram, ewe, and lumb.

2. Why historically have sheep played an importani role?

3. What are female sheep called?

4, What ure males sheep called?

5. What are the two types of sheep dogs and what do they do?

6. What are sheep covered with and how ofien is it removed?

7. What is wool used for?

% Where does lanolin come from and what is it used for?

9, Using your map of Minnesota counties, create i symbol for sheep and mark the top 10 counties where
they were raised in 2007,




