


POULTRY

Background Information

Poultry are birds ralsed lor thelr meat or sggs. The
species Includes chickens, turkeys, ducks and gease. Most
of the poultry produced throughout the United States
are elther chickens of turkeys, The only major meal
animal natlve to North America 18 the turkey, Minngsota
leads the nation In turkey production, fallowed by North
Carolifa and Arkansas. Midwestern states produce most
of the eggs we eal and The sauthern states produce
biroller chickens for meat production,

Chickens

A male chicken is called a rooster and a female chicken

I5 a hen. Their offspring are called chicks. Brailers are
aither male or female chickens that are ralsed for meat
They fatch in three weeks fram fertile #ggs in hatcheries,
Fhiey are fed untll they are six to seven weeks oid and
have » miarket welght of 4 (o & pounds. Same chickens,
called roasters, are fed for 10 1012 weeks and weigh B o 9
pounds belore they are ready for markel.

Brollérs and roasters are ralsed in modern, large bulldihgs
called biroiler houses. They have water and leed sueh as
processed corn, grain serghum and soybesns avallable al
all times,

Layers are hans which produce eggs for food, Eggs
produced by a layling hen (or layers) do not contalnan
embryo Fram katching untll five manths of age, young
liyer chicks are called pullets, Pullet farms rilse chicks
until they begin laying egos at aboaut six manths of age
Then the hans ate maved 10 & laying hen facility where
they produce engs for one to Iwo years.

A hen lays apout 240 sgas in ane year. Then some hens

go through a period of rest called molting which lasts
about two manths After molting, a hen will lay eggs

again for about ning months, but will produce fewsr eggs.

Heny are kept In laying cages to keep them and thelr

pgos clean. The cages usually are tipped slightly 4o the
eqgl rall onta a8 maving bell that automatically callects
the eggs. Grains such as processed corn. mllo; soybeans

and oats are fed to [ayer hens, but they also are fed extra
calelum to make the egg shells strang. Hens are 1aken
out of production when they are nearly two years old.

Turkeys

A male turkey ls cilled a tam and a female turkey is a
hen. Turkey hens that are used 1o produce fertile egos
begin layirg eggs at about seven to elght months of age
it takes 28 days far & turkey egg 1o hatch, Young turkeys
are called poults

Newborn toms and hens are separatéd and placed in
brooder houses Tor 8ix 1o sight weeks, Turkay farmers
take special care for the health and safety of thelt birds.
They provide shelter from predators and the weather.
They carefully heat and cool their barms. Birds can
loam thebarn. A balanced ration of corn, soylbeans.
other graing vitamins and mminerals gives the birds good
nutrition. Fresh water 15 available at all times. Hens

are full grown atabour 15 weeks and toms atabour 18
weeks, Most turkeys are sold by farmers 1o processing
plants, 600 Minnesota turkey farms ralse 44 million
turkeys a year

Digestive Tract

Chickens and turkeys da nat have teeth; they use their beaks
1o plck up lbod. They swallow pieces of grain and store |1
In the crop: The grain

then goes through the

prosantriculus (stomach),

and into the gizzard

where it is ground into

small pleces. Mext it

moves through the small

and large intesting where

ftriEnts dre absarbed.

The wasts s then

gxcreted
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Broller and roaster chickens pravide food such as drumstichks,
wirigs, chicken breasts and chilcken nuggets. Eggs fram laylng
hens ate used as ingrediants in such foods as cakes and cookies
or they can be scrambled, fried or hard-cooked, Turkeys provide
such food as sandwlich meal, drumsticks and turkey breast. Along
with providing meat, ducks and geese pravide down used to make
bedding and clathing:
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POULTRY

I Using the box provided, draw a tom, hen, poult, rooster, and chick.

2. What 18 poultry?

3, What animals are considered poultry?

4, Minnesota leads the nation in what production?

5, What |s a male turkey called?

6. What is a lemale turkey called?

7. Describe how farmers tuke care of turkeys?




