IB French SL and HL Course Syllabus
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School: Highland Park Sr. High School
Tel: 651-744-3855
Instructor: M. Currie 
E-mail: David.currie@spps.org
I.   Course Description: IB French B is a language acquisition course developed at two levels— standard level (SL) and higher level (HL)—for students with some background in the target language. While acquiring a language, students will explore the culture(s) connected to it. The focus of these courses is language acquisition and intercultural understanding. The class is conducted mostly in French and requires the student to be an independent and highly motivated learner.
Course Objectives: At the end of this course students are expected to demonstrate the ability to:
· communicate clearly and effectively in a range of situations 

· understand and use accurately oral and written forms of the language that are commonly encountered in a range of situations 

· understand and use a range of vocabulary in common usage 

· select a register that is generally appropriate to the situation 

· organize and express ideas with general clarity and some fluency 

· structure arguments in a generally clear, coherent and convincing way 

· understand and respond appropriately to written and spoken material of average difficulty 

· assess some subtleties of the language in a range of forms, styles, and registers 

· show an awareness of and sensitivity to, some elements of the cultures related to the language studied.

· understand and analyze works of literature written in the target language of study (specially HL students)
II. Course Outline: The language B syllabus approaches the learning of language through meaning. Through the study of the core at SL and HL, plus two literary works at HL, students build the necessary skills to reach the assessment objectives of the language B course through the expansion of their receptive, productive and interactive skills. 
UNITS OF STUDY
French IV

Trésors Unit ONE, Trésors Unit TWO, Trésors Unit THREE, Trésors Unit FOUR, Trésors Unit FIVE, Trésors Unit SIX.  

French V/VI

Trésors Unit SEVEN, Trésors Unit EIGHT, Trésors Unit NINE, Trésors Unit TEN, Trésors Unit ELEVEN, Trésors Unit TWELVE 
II. Resources:
- IB French B (course companion) OXFORD
Le monde en français

Discovering French Nouveau ROUGE
- Tresors du Temps GLENCOE
-French dictionary or French/English dictionary
- Various Internet resources such as TV 5 monde and Radio CA Internationale 
- Various short novels, stories, plays, poems and movies
Literary Works – This course will cover (but not limited to) the following literary texts:
Le Petit Prince 

M. Ibrahim et les fleurs du Coran     

Oscar et la Dame Rose  
L’homme qui plantait des arbres
Une si longue Lettre – Mariama Bâ 
Paroles – Jaques Prévert    
III. Class Assessments: Assessments will be designed to prepare the students for the IB oral, audio, written production and reading comprehension and will include but are not limited to the following activities and exercises: 
a. Test and quizzes that will prepare the students for future IB examinations. 
b. Communicative activities- debates, group or individual presentations, interviews with teacher, 
     interviews with other students, role play, newscasts. 
c. Audio and Visual Activities- songs, movies, documentaries, news bulletins, commercials and 
    exercises of grammar and vocabulary.
IV. IB Assessments: At the culmination of the IB program, students will be required to take various assessments as per IBO. 
SPEAKING PART:  Internally assessed by the teacher and externally moderated by the IB.  (25% of final grade). 
A. Interactive oral activity. (September - March).                                                                         
This consist of three or more classroom activities based on the 5 Themes and assessed by the teacher; it could be a debate, a play, oral presentation w/ a photo or an oral presentation based off of one of the J’adopte une famille – Radio CA International productions. 
B. Individual oral: 25% of your final grade IB grade.  (LATE March)
SL: The student is shown TWO previously unseen photographs, with ONE theme written on it, selected by the teacher. The student CHOOSES ONE of the photographs. Each photograph is related to different themes studied in class.  A 12 to 15 min. conversation follows.  It is taped and moderated by the IBO.
HL: The student is shown TWO previously studied literary excerpts selected by the teacher. The literary work is related to different themes studied in class.  A 12 to 15 min. conversation follows.  It is taped and moderated by the IBO.

Preparation time (20 minutes HL 15 minutes for SL): The student prepares a presentation based on the photograph or literary work.  He or she may write brief annotations (up to 10 short phrases) on a small note card.
D. Paper 1: Written productive skills (1-hour 15 min) – 25% of final grade. (LATE May)
SL: One writing exercise of 250-400 words. Students are given a choice of 3 prompts based on the themes with THREE text types to choose from.  You choose one of them to write on.
HL: ONE compulsory writing exercises. (1-hour 30 min) – 25% of final grade. (LATE May)
        Section A: One task of 450 to 600 words.  Students are given a choice of ALL 5 options with text

       types assigned to each writing prompt. You choose one of them to write on.
        Section B: Response of 150–250 words to a stimulus text, based on the core.
E. Paper 2 (1hour 45 min) - 50% of final grade. (LATE May)
SL: Text-handling exercises on three written texts, based on the themes -- 40 questions – ONE HOUR

Three audios with 25 questions -- 45 Minutes 

Paper 2 (2 hours) - 50% of final grade. (LATE May) 
HL: Text-handling exercises on three written texts, based on the themes – 40 questions – ONE HOUR


Three audios with 25 questions -- ONE HOUR 
V. Attendance and Tardiness / Make-up Work:

As per Highland Park Senior High Policies 
VI. Students’ Conduct: Students should …
-  familiarize themselves with and to adhere to the St. Paul Public Schools Student Code of   

   Conduct.  All school policies will be enforced in this course.
- PLAGIARISM: You will write reports and essays in French that may require research. Plagiarism 
   will not be tolerated in this class and will be reported to the IB Coordinator and Administration.
Examples of plagiarism in French class:

* Using the on-line dictionaries/translators to translate your documents. 

* Printing off a document in French and turning it in as your own work. 

* Pasting material into your document and turning it in as your own work. 

* Having a native speaker or other person write the paper for you. 

Contract 
Dear parents/ guardians:

In order to make this school year educational, but very exciting and enjoyable one, your support will be greatly appreciated.  Please read and discuss the information contained in this syllabus with your child, sign it, and return it to me by the end of opening week.  Please also take the time to fill out the following information.
Students at this level are often some of the most dedicated students in the school.  They participate in a whole range of activities.  Unfortunately, this OFTEN removes them from the classroom.  Sometimes these absences are even excused by the school.  Please help GUIDE your child appropriately.
If you should need any further information and/or have any questions, please email me at David.currie@spps.org Thank you in advance for your cooperation. 



    Sincerely,





David Currie 

I, _____________________________________ have read and understood the rules and 

                    (Name of parent or guardian)

regulations for Mr. Currie’s class and agree to them.

Parent or guardian signature: _______________________
                Date:__________

Preferred method of contact: 

Telephone: _________________________Email: _______________________________________
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