


Here In Minnesota, the forest is part of our landscape, culture
geography and histary. No matter where we live all of us are
connected 10 1he forest, For the beauty, For recreation; Forthe
products we use every dayl Careful planning will assure they are
here 1o stay.

Background

Forestry I3 not often considered # pan of agriculiure, However,
the United States Forest Service Is an agency in the United States
Department of Agticulture. The forestry industry |4 very impor-
tant to our pational and state sconomies,

The Minnesota Forest

The forests of Minnesala are Yery diverse. The mast cammaen
trees nclude aspen, spruce, balsam M, kirch, ash, maple, northern
white cedar, tamarack, plne, oak and elm. Today, Minnesota has
20 milllan more trees (over 19 inches in diameter) that it did 50
years ago!

Minnesota‘s $6 Billion Industry

Nedrly 40,000 peaple in Minnesota's forest products industry
make paper for books, magazines, brachiures, computer print-
fs and more. They make lumber, siding panels and enginesred
wooed products for bullding homes, Including oriented strand
board These workers alio make industrial packaging for many
commercial applicanions,

Forested Land

lotal farest land in Minnesota pccounts for about one-third of
the state's land area, or approxsimately 167 milllan acres. About
80% of this area ls maintained for recreation, wildlife habitat and
timber management.

Minnesota's Forests Today

Asper 1§ currently the most abundant deciducus tres in Minre
wota, Its regeneration capabllities, dense re-growth characterls
tics and short life span offer tremendous oppartunities 1o crante
and maintain young forests, Research has proven the estabilish:
ment of yaung farests habitars through commercial forest man-
agement and ather habitat management practices | =<sentlal for
the long-term health of Minnesata’s wildlife.

Harvesting an aspen site by clisar-cutting 1§ visually dramatic and
often misundersiood. Being shade-imolerant, Aspen trees re-
guire direct sunlight to successfully reproduce and grow, Afier a
mituite stand s removed, young aspens sprout by the thausands
Alang live root systems

Each year, the Minnesota forests products industry plants mare
than 3 million tree seedlings. 1n addition, the public and private
landowners plant an additional 15 milllon seedlings on land all
across thie state, There are more tre=s in Minnesots today than
there were seventy vears agol That's great news, because the
amaunt of wood products that each person in the LL5. uses per
year has risen more than 310 in the last 20 years (to 749 |bs,)
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What’s In a tree? It's more than just paper
Did You Know?

+ One cord of wood can produce up te 2,000 pounds of
paper of 7,500,000 toothplcks of 30 Bostan rockers

+  Arbior is Latin for “tres? Arbor Bay s a special day set aside
each year for planting and carlng for tress.
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Invaders in Our Forests

Plafts and animals that are nat native 1o an ecosystem and
are likely to cause economic o envitanmental harm are
ronslderad Ihvasive species. Thass lnyvaders are significant
threats to healthy forests In Minnesota and across the ha-
tion, Prevention, as well a5 early detection, is the first line of
defense against new inroductions. Once established, control
can be a slow and costly procass

Invasive species arrive in Minnesata forests by various means
~ hiteh-hiking on vehicles and etuipment, stowed away In
firewaod and wood packing materials, being spread by wild-
life o blowing with the wind, Once established in the forest,
the invaders crowd out and prey upan native speciis, alte-
ity halsieat, killing trees and disrupting natural ecosystems,

Yisul iy want to further resaarch the fellowing plant and
inseet Invasive species; emerild ash barer, asian longhorned
beatle, common pina shoot beelle, pine bark beetle, gypsy
muth, lapanese beetle, buckthorn, spattad knapweed to
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FORESTY

|. Using the box provided, draw a forest,

tJ

What are the most common trees m Minnesota?

3, What do the nearly 40,000 people in Minnesota's forest product mdustry make?

4, How much paper can one cord of wood produce?

5. Draw the different parts of & tree and what products
they help produce.

6. How do invasive species arrive in Minnesota forests
and what do they do once they have arrived?




