English  12  

Instructor:          Mr. Hayes/e-mail: timothy.hayes@spps.org
Office:                Room 2220

Office Hours:     By Appointment
Texts:                  Texts will vary. 

Course Description
Senior English 12 is a rigorous course. The reading is challenging and requires an independent and open mind. Writing and speaking are frequent elements of the classroom experience. Class discussion is ongoing and students are encouraged and expected to contribute. We will learn from each other and work collaboratively, sharing our ideas and observations. 

Goals and Objectives


The goals of this course are many; to help students further develop their critical thinking skills, organizational abilities, time management and group process skills, and further develop public speaking and presentation skills. In addition, this course will further develop skills in reading, interpreting, discussing and writing about literature.
Discussion
 In class, much of our time will focus on discussing issues and ideas raised in the texts.  Every student is expected to participate in discussion activities, both large and small group.  Good discussion skills include regular participation; thoughtful, well-founded contributions (not just talking a lot); listening attentively; and responding intelligently to others’ ideas.  An individual or small group of students will sometimes be asked to lead discussions. Active involvement in class discussions and small groups is crucial to the success of the class and to your growth as a student.

Reading
 At the senior level, just “reading” a book is of little value.  The fact that you’ve “read” through its pages makes little difference to the class or your grade.  Instead, you are expected to be able to discuss the text, allude to its passages, compare it to other things, identify issues and ideas, internalize it, and more.  When you are able to do these things, then you’ve read the book.

 Course requirements

The following will contribute to success in this course:

Thorough preparation: this class does not begin and end at the classroom doorway 

Active participation in group discussions and activities

Satisfactory completion of the readers notebook in accordance with instructions

Satisfactory completion of all assigned papers

Completion of assigned speeches and group presentations

Course materials
Spiral notebook (40 - 70 pages)

Post-it notes to mark passages in the books

Copies of required texts 

Attendance 

Students should attend every class meeting, on time and prepared, and should remain in class for the duration of the period.  Students are responsible for all material and assignments missed because of absence or illness.  If you are aware of upcoming absences, you should take the appropriate action. Participation in all class activities is essential. Insufficient attendance can result in reduction of grade or loss of credit.
Honesty
 University of Minnesota policy on scholastic dishonesty applies in this class. “Scholastic dishonesty includes, but is not necessarily limited to cheating on assignments or examinations; plagiarizing, which means misrepresenting as your own work any part of work done by another; submitting the same paper or substantially similar papers to meet the requirements of more than one course without the approval of all instructors concerned; depriving another student of necessary course materials; or interfering with another’s work.” CLA Bulletin

In addition, see attached Academic Integrity policy for Highland Park rules and consequences.

Manuscript Form

All final papers must be word-processed, double-spaced. MLA guidelines for all final papers.
Plagiarism is the deceptive use of someone else’s words or ideas as if they were your own.  Plagiarism is considered to be theft, lying, and cheating all rolled up into one. The consequences for plagiarism are severe and can include loss of credit.

Critical perspectives/Literary Lenses
In this course, we will examine literature through different perspectives. This means that we will not just read the stories to see “what happened” or “who did what to whom,” but we will attempt to read and discuss stories as they relate to ideas and issues that create the worlds in which we live.

Further course information: You are responsible for saving EVERYTHING until the term is over.  Keep all drafts, notes, worksheets, notebook entries, etc.

Issues of disability
 I wish to make accommodations, in accordance with the ADA, for students with various kinds of disabilities, visible and invisible. All of us learn in different ways and with varying degrees of success. If you know of any factors in your life that hinder your abilities to learn up to your potential in this course, please notify me at once.  If they fall outside of official categories, stop by after school to discuss them so that we may arrive at a satisfactory program of study/performance for you in this course.

Class Schedule: The following schedule is a guideline. This is an overview and is open to modification.  Actual time periods and the sequence of the units may vary. If we need to adjust, we will.

Weeks 1 – 2 Public Speaking, My Story So Far

We will begin with an introduction to public speaking and a short speech. Handouts and details will be presented in class.
Weeks 3 – 9  Into the Wild
We will discuss various Literary Lenses. We will read Into the Wild by John Krakauer. This unit will be assessed using journals, quizzes, and final essay.

Weeks 10 – 19 King Lear

We will read King Lear by William Shakespeare. This unit will be assessed using journals, study guides, quizzes, short presentation, and a final exam.

Weeks 20 – 32  Novel, Short Story

We will read Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe and Kindred by Octavia Butler. This unit will be assessed using journals, study guides and comprehension and evaluation questions.

Weeks 32 – 36  Non-Fiction, Film

We will read several non-fiction articles and view documentary film. This unit will be assessed using journals, study guides and Reaction Papers.
Grading scale:

A
You completed the assignments, fulfilled all requirements, added material or developed new insights, and truly distinguished yourself through the use of particularly creative or inventive approaches.

B
You completed the assignments, fulfilled all requirements and went beyond by contributing additional material or developing new insights.

C
 You completed the assignments and fulfilled the requirements.

D
You fulfilled some of the requirements of the assignments, but not all of them.  You did not fulfill most of the requirements of the assignments.

(See attached Highland Park Senior High School Grading policy)
Insider information: In addition to academic skills and work ethic, another important skill of successful students is trying to determine the instructor’s quirks and classroom systems.  In order to save you time and energy in “reading” me correctly, I will tell you things about myself that could possibly influence grading and relating to one another in the classroom.

I don’t enjoy working with those who make excuses for their behavior or shortcomings: “My mom said she would wake me up, but she didn’t.” Or “I had the paper finished, but then the computer crashed/ran out of ink/blew up/etc.”

I enjoy working with people who take responsibility for their actions: “The paper was due.  I did not finish it.  What are the consequences?”  We grow when we accept responsibility for our actions and choices.

I don’t enjoy spending my time on things that you haven’t spent time on.  I reject scribbled-down, last minute, “turn-something-in-so-I-don’t-get-a zero” type of work.  I also reject superficial comments during class discussions. (See rules for class discussions) Both of these approaches are obvious to those who have spent the time with the reading and writing.  Just acknowledge when you’ve not done things, accept the consequences, and let’s move on.

I value people knowing the reasons for things they do, things they say, and things they believe.

I value frequent communication: checking in, discussing things, sending e-mail, etc.

I do not appreciate dishonesty or deception.  Like most humans, when I lose trust and confidence in a person, it takes a long time to be rebuilt.

Complaining is of little value. Thoughtful, helpful, written comments suggesting change are of great value.

I value creativity and freshness in perspective.  I value the demonstration of going way beyond what is required simply to sate your own hunger for knowledge.

In grading, those students who are gone frequently will simply not receive strong grades.

In grading, I reward clear evidence of students spending time with the ideas and texts and assignments.  To the contrary, I penalize the evidence of lack of time spent with ideas and texts and assignments.

I appreciate when students make school a priority.  I do not appreciate other activities appearing to be more important.

Highland Park Senior High School 
Cell Phone Use Expectations 
We understand that cell phones are a very important part of our daily lives, however academic success for our students is more important while they are in school. Therefore, HPSHS is not allowing cell phones to be used in classes. Here are our expectations: 
1. Cell phones are not allowed to be used in classrooms. 

2. They are to remain at home, or locked in lockers. If students choose to carry their phones, they must be completely off--not even on vibrate during class time. 

3. Failure to follow this policy will result in disciplinary action which may include exclusion from class time and possible dismissal from school. Parents/guardians will be informed when violations occur. 

Q: Why don’t we allow cell phones in class during the school day? 
1. We prioritize real human interaction​. We believe that learning the skills of in-person communication and collaboration are much more important. This generation has grown up with computers and cell phones. Students are already good at using electronics -- they do not need social media practice or gaming practice at school. One of the most important skills our students will learn at Highland Park Senior High School is how to get along and work well, face-to-face, with a variety of people. 

2. Electronics are disruptive.​ Cell phones ringing and buzzing disrupt both the student and the class. We want students focused on the lesson, not who’s calling or texting them. 

3. They get stolen. ​Unfortunately, as wonderful as our Highland Park Senior High School students are, phones are stolen. They are attractive items. Leaving them in a locked locker is best if they can’t stay at home. While we try to help students problem solve, the school is not responsible for lost or stolen items. 

4. They are addicting.​ This generation of students is struggling to learn to think and stay busy with just their own thoughts. Managing boredom without tools or toys is an important life skill that we have little opportunity to practice when the phone is always present. We want our students to be fully present and experience all that school has to offer. 

5. Students don’t need them.​ Every student at Highland Park is given an iPad for academic use. 

We are asking you to not only review these expectations but also to help out by not texting or contacting your student during the school day. Ideally all necessary communication should occur before and after school. ​In the event of an emergency, please call the main office, 651-293-8940 and we will get a message to your student as soon as possible.​ If a student needs to contact a parent, they can ask for a pass to use the phone in the office. 
Student/Parent Letter

This course is Senior English at Highland Park High School.  Students are expected to be mature and responsible and to make a significant time commitment. We encourage parents to be aware of  the contents of this syllabus and this course. If you have any concerns during the year, please contact me.


I am looking forward to an exciting, challenging course, and I am anxious to help students as they undertake this challenge.

Sincerely,

Tim Hayes

Student signature: _________________________________ Date: __________________

Parent signature: __________________________________ Date: __________________



        * please leave current preferred contact information *
Parent Contact: Home_________________________Work_________________________



  e-mail_______________________________________________________

