DAIRY CATTLE




DAIRY

Background Information

Dialiry cattle were first braught o North America in 1624
o the Piymouth Calony, in what i now Massachusetts,
Wiseansin and California lead the United States in milk
production, Minnesota ranks sixth In number af milk cows
and milk praduction.

Growth and Feeding

After ler call Is boam, a cow begins praducing milk. This s
called “freshening,” A cow can anly freshen aler she has
given birth 1o & call,

The first mill the cow gives ks calied colostrum, which
comains nutrients and antibodiies that the calf needi to stay
healthy. The calf is weaned immesdiately after birth dnd fed
the mathers milk with a larae nursing bortls:

Cones are milked by maching, usially twice a-day, every 17
hours. |1 they are milked at 3 pm, they must alsa be milked
at 3 a.m, Cows are milked for 305 days o about 10 months
Then the cow's body needs 1o restand store nutHents befare
she has her next call, Afver the call is bam, the cow will
resume giving rilk,

The average dairy cow in Minnesota prodiices 18,700
pounds of milk in 305 days. Thats nearly 2174 gallons of
il Milk is stored in refrigerated tanks at the dairy farm
until it is picked up by a refrigerated tank truck and taker
to a dairy processing plant. There the milk s homogenizedl
pasteurized and put into contalners. Different rofmgerated
triscks cleliver the packaged milk to stores

s Products

labout 610b4.)

1.0 gallons af milk

or
2.9 |bs, of butter

ar
6 lbs of cheess
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Dairy Cattle Nutrition

Most heifers are bred to freshan at two years of age. Afes
they give birth, they join the dalry herd and produce milk
The maie calves can be sold to feedlots whete they are fed
untll they are taken to market far their meat

Diairy cattle are ruminant animats with four compartments in
their stomachs; their digestive ract is the same as beel cattle.
Pairy cows weigh 1,300 1o 1,500 pounds and are fed & total
mixed ration. This ration has everything & cow needs fora
nutiitlous diet, They eat grains such as ground com. grain
sorghum, oats and soybean meal

Dairy cows also are fed forages such as high-quality alfalfa
and whale corn plants (slage). A single cow can consume
up o 30 lbs. of grain and concentrated fesds and 60 Ibs. o
hay and silage=ach day, Watsr is anether impartant nutriem
Tot dalry cows; every day they need to consume about 35
gallons of water of the equivalent of a Tull bathtub,

Many dairy producers use computers in their feeding
operations. The computar reads the cow's identification and
uhves ber a proper mix of grains, vitamins and minerals. Thia
(s detarmined by her age and how much milk she produces

9% af all dairy cartle in the US today ate of the Holstein
breed, which are large-bodied with 4 distinetive black-and-
white eoat, This biresd glves a farge quaniity of milk. The
smaller-bodied breeds-Guemsey, Jersey and Brown Swiss-
give a high-pratein milk

Top 10 Minnesnta Counties in Milk Praduction in 2007;
Stearrrs Winoma, Mo ihson, Grter Tall, Gondhue, Wabasha,

* 999 of all LS, households purchase milk . The average
Amellcan consumes almest 25 gallons of milk 4 year.
that's 400 ¢jlasses,

* Milk and other dairy products provide 72% of the calcium
in the United States food supply plus energy, protein and
vitaming, Choecolate milk is made by adding sweetener
and chocolate ar cocoa to white milk. Eheess, butter, ice
crearm, yogurt and sour cream are also made from milk

* A Holstaln's spots are (ke a fingerprint ar snowflake Ne
two cows have sxactly the same pattem of spots
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DAIRY CATTLE
I In the box provided, draw a bull, cow and ealf

2 When were diary cattle first brought to North America?

3. How much milk does an uverage dairy cow in Minnesots produce?

4. How much milk does the average Ametican consume?

5. What do milk and dairy products provide?

6, Using your map of Minnesota counties, creste 8 symbol for dairy cows and mark the top 10 counties thai
produced milk in 2007,




