BEEF CATTLL



Background Information

The word ‘cartie” comes fram the Old French ward 'chiat-

tel* which means possession, It 1s belleved that cattle ware
first domesticated In Europe and Asia during the Stane Aga.
Chilstopher Columbus Introduced cattle to the Westam
Hemisphers on his second voyage to the Naw World m 1493,
The first cattle In Minnesota belonged 10 soldiers at Fort Snel
ling, which was gstablished In 1820

The world has 37.8% grasstand suitable for beef cattle. The
United States and Austrilia are the top beef-producing
countries in the world, Texas is the leading catthe state. Thers
are many breeds of beef cattle. Hermlard and Black Angus are
among the maost popular. Some cattle are crossbred, which
combines the best traits of 1wa of more breeds

Growth and Feeding

Female cattle are called heifors, After they have given birth
they are called cows. Male cattle are aither bulls or steers,
Hull calves thist have grown to full matlitity are capable of sit-
ing offspring Steers are malke catths that hive been neutered
misch like o dog of cat, ane ate not able to reproduce, They
o nint became s large of aggressive as bully

A cow is pregnant for about nine months. She usually gives
birth to anée affspring, which 15 called & call, but somestimes

i cow may have twins, When a cow gives birth, it s called
calving, Cows nurse thelr calves untll thay are sboul seven
months old. Some heifer calves are Kept in the herd (o
produce the next generation af calves. A hetfer may have her
first calf when she [s two years ald. Steers and hesfers that are
not being kepl for breeding will be moved m a feedlat until
they are market-ready
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Cuts of Beef

Cattle provide cuts af mest such as steaks, roasts and
around beef hambiirger). A market beel that weighs 1,100
pounds will yield about 475 pounds of besf for a grocery
store's meat casa, The remalning parts of the beef aré Uied
in by-products,
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seesennsns Products
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Cattiz in the feedlot eat corn, alfalfa and silage. Their diets
may alse include crop by-products such as cotton seed
Mulls, corn stalks and sugarbeer pulp. Even lefrover bakery
praducts can be ground and used as part of a balanced
feed ration. Feedlor cartle are wsually ready far market at 18
10 20 months of age and weigh betwesn 1,100 and 1,400
pounds.

Ruminant Digestive System

Auminant animats have a stomach with four comparmments. They
swallaw food in large piecss into the firt stomach compartment,
biring the food back into the mouth and chew itagain. This s
called ‘chewing the cud.“The food is swallowed again and moves
through the four stomach compartments, Becauss they are fmi
nant animals, cattlo can digest grass, roughage. foed by-products
and other matorials people can't sat. They convert these other-
wite unusahle grasses and ather praducts into nutrients for hus
mans, Camels, deer sheep and llamas are also ruminant animils.

Top 10 Minpesota Counties with Besf Cow In 2007
Fillrmore, Creesy Tasl, Moreisan, Cass, Tadd Bettram|,
Clunrwater, Ste=tms Miseal st Houstan

Other Products

Meat from cattle is called beef. Cattle alio produce a variety of
by-products used In industrial, pharmaceutical and househald
[terms. Fats and aelatin are used to make soap, shampon, cos:
metics, desserrs and many industrial products such as photo-
graphic filim and light filters. The pancreas and liver ate used for
medicines for diseasss such as anemia and hypoglycemia

Hide hooves and hairafe used In products Such as sports
equipment, leather goods and paint brushes. A football, fre
quently callied a"pigakin."is actually made from cow hide- The
hide and hair from a beef animal weighs 100 pounds, Infact it
takes 2,000 cows 10 supply the National Faatball |eague with
enough |eather for a year's supply of foothalls. 99% of every
beef animal |s used for meat or ather products



BEEF CATTLE
[, It the box provided, draw 4 bull, cow, and calf.

2. Where does the word cattle come from?)

3. Who are the top beel-producing countries and why?

4. Whut do cattle eat?

5. What are femuale cattle called before and after giving birth?

6, Whai are male caftle called?

7. How long is a cow pregnant? Explain the birthing process und what happens after a calf s born,
B Describe the digestive system of rumimnant ammals.

9, Draw u picture represeriting the culs of beel,

10. What is mest from catile called?

11, Identify severnt other by-products cattle produces.

12, Using your map of Minnesota counties, create a symbol for beef cows and murk the top 10 counties that
had beef cows In 2007,



