


ALFALFA

Alfalfa

Alfatfa i€ malnly used as feed for horses and cattie. It
is a high-quality hay crop grown widely in the United
States and In temperate fegions of South Amatica,
fia and Europe, It is the most Important perennial
farage legume grown In Minngsota and other states
In the narth cantral region of the United States.

Planting
Alfalta s usually planted in Aprll af May using & ma-
chine called a drill The drill places the sesd Into the
ground about a hall-lnch deep Each taw i about 4
to 5 inches apart, Alfaifa is a perennial crop, which
means it will grow in the same field three ta five
years It & row without replanting, Farmers like alfalla
becauss it Is a legume plant which places nitrogen

Ir the soll. The nitrogen 14 food for the sall and helps
feed ather plants such as corn that may bs grown
later in the same fisld,

Harvest

The alfalfa plant Is harvested twa to four times sach
syymimes, Harvest occurs sl 28 to 35-day intervals in
late May ta early October. The alfalta plant 15 cut be-
fare it produces its flowers, When alfalfa is harvested,
pmachine cuts each plant abaut four inches from
the ground

Uses

The alfaifa plant may be Used as sllage or wet feed for
cattle. It is chapped into fine pleces and placed Ina
round bullding called a slla for storage. Anather way
o use alfalfa Is to cut it j=ave it in the field 10 dry and
thien use g machine calied o baler to make bales of

Top 10 Minnesota Counties Producing All Hay in 2007 hay for cattle, sheep and horses. People sometimes
?ﬁntﬁmﬁﬁ,ﬂmmrm“:' Howrgtien, et allulfa, but It 1s alfalfa sprouts that are used in
Teridid Geoatdhiun, Olensted srd Rossay tossed salads.
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On The Front
A, Adtalta Plant

Altalta is a leafy plant, which grows 2 ta 3 fest tall. Mare than 33 million acres al alfalfa are planted In the United Stated
each year

B, Alfalfa Flower

The alfalts Nower has purple/yeliow flowers which produce the sesds. These pods of seeds are twist=d 1o form up to five
spirals and are farmed fallowing insect pallination

C Alfalta Sesd
Alfalfa seedls are kidney-shaped, very small and normally olive-gresn In color laverage 200,000 seeds par pound).
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ALFALFA

I, Inthe box provided, draw an alfalfa plant, alfulfh Mower, and alfalfh seed.

Il

How is alfalfa mainly used?

3. What are other uses for alfulfu?

4. Using your map of Minnesota counties, create o symbal for alfalfa (hay) and mark the top 10 counties
that produced hay in 2007,




