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December 19, 2023 

Winter Band/Orchestra Concert 

6:30pm 

 

Dec. 25, 2023 – Jan. 5, 2024 

No School – Winter Break 

 

January 15, 2024 

No School – Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

 

January 22, 2024 

8th Grade Parent/Student Forum 

Como Park High School Pathway 

6:00pm – 7:00pm 

 

January 25, 2024 

Activity Day 

 

January 26, 2024 

No School – Professional Day 

 

January 31, 2024 

Showcase 

5:30pm – 7:30pm 
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Performance art is about joy, about making something that’s so full of kind of a wild joy 
that you really can’t put into words.  Laurie Anderson 

 
We were lucky to get a sneak peek of our band and orchestra last Saturday night at 
Barnes and Noble in Roseville.  Ms. Denae and our Murray musicians put on a brief 
show to a packed store of family and friends to support an all day Murray fundraiser.  
Our kids did great!  The event was a success with funds raised to support Murray 
initiatives and spectators were given a treat with a great performance from our Murray 
Pilots.  Thank you to the family, friends and community members for supporting our 
growing Pilot musicians and for your donations/purchases that contributed to the fund 
raiser!  We would like to send a sincere thank you to the community members. Forty 
books were purchased to support our educators at Murray! We look forward to the 
official band and orchestra performance that will take place on the evening of 
December 19.  We hope to see you all there! 
 
Speaking of performance art, I want to take a moment to put in a plug for our annual 
spring musical.  This year’s presentation will be Mary Poppins, Junior.  We are still 
looking for students to join the high energy, supportive, exciting and joyful experience of 
teaming with their classmates to produce a wonderful show that will take the stage later 
this spring.  Even if your child is not someone who wants to have a role on stage, we 
have plenty of other opportunities for them to be a part of a great team supporting the 
set creation, lighting, sound, costumes, stage support, etc.  Pass the message to your 
child and have them reach out to Ms. Novak, Ms. Helmen or let the office know if they 
are interested!  We look forward to carrying on this wonderful Murray tradition that has 
been taking the stage for over 20 years. 

 
Have a wonderful weekend and enjoy the December balmy weather! 

 
Celebrations: 
#Pilotprops of the week!  Ms. Newman would like to celebrate Charles Barr Jr.  
Charles is always excited to learn and engaged with our historical work.  He goes out of 
his way to check in with everyone and make sure they are having a great day!  Thank 
you Charles! Go Pilots! 
#Pilotprops of the week! Mr. Hayden would like to celebrate Poe Lern Moo. Poe Lern 
is very responsible, uses his time in class efficiently, always notifies teachers in 
advance if he is going to be absent, and helps out as a WEB leader as well. Great job, 
Poe Lern, we appreciate you! 
 
Your Co-Pilot, 
 
 
Jamin McKenzie 
Principal, Murray Middle School 
 

Activity Day Forms 
 

Due 
 

January 10th 
 

https://twitter.com/hashtag/Pilotprops?src=hashtag_click&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Eembeddedtimeline%7Ctwterm%5Escreen-name%3AMurrayMS_SPPS%7Ctwcon%5Es1_c14
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Pilotprops?src=hashtag_click&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Eembeddedtimeline%7Ctwterm%5Escreen-name%3AMurrayMS_SPPS%7Ctwcon%5Es1_c14


  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sixth Grade 
 

Science with Mr. Chase and Ms. 
Crowley: 
Ms. Crowley's and Mr. Chase's Earth 
Science classes are starting a unit 
called, How can containers keep 
stuff from warming up or cooling 
down? as part of the OpenSciEd 
middle school curriculum. This unit 
develops science ideas about 
temperature, heat, and thermal 
energy. Students build from prior 
learning about states of matter, 
energy, and energy transfer from 3-
5th grade science. For example, 
water is made of matter, which can 
be a solid, a liquid, or a gas. In 
science, we represent matter, like 
water, as "too small to see" objects 
called particles. Finally, we recognize 
that when objects are at different 
temperatures they can change state, 
(eg. ice melting or water freezing). 
Students examine these ideas first 
with a familiar but puzzling 
phenomenon: two iced drinks in two 
different kinds of cups. 

 
The Thermal Energy or Cup Design 
unit introduces students to wonder 
how a regular single wall plastic cup 
is different from a special double-wall 
plastic cup. Students will observe 
that the drink in the regular cup 
warms up faster than the drink in the 
special cup. This makes students 
wonder about how features of the 
cup (i.e. the material, the lid, the 
straw) causes stuff to get warmer 
faster or keeps drinks from warming. 
Students are encouraged to draw a 
model to help explain the difference 
in warming rates. 

 
These models inspire students to 
think of other fancy cups or 
containers and how they are similar 
and different (e.g., metal vacuum 
sealed cups, styrofoam cups). 
Finally, students pose their own 
questions about the cup features, the 
air and light around the cups, and 
how they relate to keeping 
substances hot or cold longer. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Later in the unit, students will engage 
in engineering and design thinking. 
They will apply different science 
ideas to develop, test, and iterate on 
a cup design challenge. They will try 
to design a cup to compete against 
the special cup from the start of the 
unit. 

 
Don't be surprised if your child starts 
noticing the different cups you or 
others might be drinking out of! Feel 
free to encourage their curiosity and 
ask them to share their thoughts 
about the cups or other similar 
objects (e.g., coolers, lunch boxes). 

 
Helping your child make sense of 
their learning: 

 
• There is no pre-teaching 
vocabulary because words often 
have multiple meanings and are 
often easier to remember once 
students have some experience with 
it; therefore, ask your child to recall 
evidence or experiences to help 
elaborate on what their ideas and 
explanations are. 

 
• Energy and energy transfer can be 
an abstract concept to explain, 
therefore ask your child to provide 
examples or metaphors to explain 
their thinking within a system. 

 
• Ask your child about how different 
components of the cup contribute to 
something warming up.  

 
• If your child sees the phenomenon 
outside of school, encourage your 
child to record it and share with the 
class, or explain to you what they 
think is happening. 

 
Having conversations about science: 

 
• Encourage your child's curiosity 
through talking about their own 
noticings and wonderings about 
objects warming up at different rates. 

 
• Hold off on providing answers right 
away for your child; we want 
students to make progress on their 
own (& others) questions and to think 
of ways to make sense of what's 
around. 

 
 

 
 
 

Social Studies with Ms. Atchison 
and Ms. Pfeiffer: 
6th grade has beaver fever as we 
are learning about the fur trade! We 
started with our own trading game, 
then talked about the many different 
jobs of the fur trade and how the 
seasons affect those roles. We also 
introduced the history day project 
which we will be working on in 
January! 

 
Seventh Grade 

 
Science with Ms. Dooley: 
Life Science classes are continuing 
their inquiry into how the body heals 
from injury.  We are building an 
understanding of the process at the 
cell level by watching videos of cell 
division and connecting it to wounds 
healing. 
 
Comparative Anatomy class is 
digging deep into plants.  We're 
learning when the different plants 
evolved as well as how plants 
shaped the earth and made it a 
possible for other life forms. 

 
Eighth Grade 

 
Social Studies with Ms. Croone 
and Mr. Kareem: 
8th Grade Global Studies 
We have finished with the 
fundamentals of geography from 
mapping to the 5 Themes!  Now we 
are moving to study our first region- 
the Middle East. Students will 
explore this region through mapping 
of political and physical features, 
water scarcity, religions of the region 
and how this region is tied together 
through culture, religion and 
language. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Counselor’s Corner 
 
 

EVERY MEAL 
 

Please fill out our QR code or this link if you are interested in getting items from the Murray food pantry sponsored by Every 
Meal. Link: https://forms.gle/Uu7GTHWuTCiZgZ9b9. We have food available at Murray for students to pick up at the end of the 
day on Fridays. It is in our Food pantry – see Google Form for more info. Please write down your name, your contact 
information, and which items you’d be interested in your student picking up each week. Students will take these items home in 
their backpacks. 
Contact Justine Revermann (justine.revermann@spps.org or 651-744-7130) or Lisa Engelstad (lisa.engelstad@spps.org or 
651-744-2397). You can reach out to us to schedule an appointment to pick up some food items. 

 

 
 

Murray School Counselors, 
 
Justine Revermann (Student last names A-L) justine.revermann@spps.org or 651-744-7130 
Lisa Engelstad (Student last name M-Z) lisa.engelstad@spps.org or 651-744-2397 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Activity Day 
 
Murray has a mid-year all school celebration called Activity Day. Activity Day takes place on January 25th.  All students are 
invited to attend one of 4 field trips: Badlands Snow Park (Snow Tubing), Grand Slam (Arcade, Batting Cages, Bumper Cars, 
Laser Tag, Mini-Golf, Ninja Course), Ice Fishing and Skateville (Rollerskating). 
 
Permission forms were sent home through Foundations and are available in the main office. 
 
Please turn in form, money, permission slip, and waiver (Grand Slam) to Stefanie Folkema (1005) by Wednesday, January 10, 
2024. You can also pay online at the following link: 

Activity Day - Class Registration v3.0 - Saint Paul Public Schools (rschooltoday.com) 
 
 

https://forms.gle/Uu7GTHWuTCiZgZ9b9
mailto:justine.revermann@spps.org
mailto:lisa.engelstad@spps.org
mailto:justine.revermann@spps.org
mailto:lisa.engelstad@spps.org
https://spps.cr3.rschooltoday.com/public/getclass/category_id/481/program_id/70


  



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 
 
 



  

 



  

 


