Welcome to Como Park’s English 12!            
Belong, Explore, Achieve, Succeed, Together

Alanna.Sweeney@spps.org
Elizabeth.Boyer@spps.org
651-293-8800

Course Description: This year long course will develop your reading, writing, listening and speaking skills. 
Quarter 1: Identity: Why do we do what we do?
Evaluate the influence of internal and external forces on decision-making. 
The skills students will be honing this quarter are analyzing the key ideas and details of literature from the novel Born a Crime  by Trevor Noah as well as other short pieces and independent reading books.
Analyzing author’s craft and structure of literature.

Synthesizing texts and developing strong argument writing that incorporates narrative and informative writing elements
Quarter 2: The influence of Media on Our Sense of Self and Belonging in American Society
In quarter 2 students will : determine central ideas of a text,  

examine the intersections and conflicts between visual and verbal messages.  

integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in different media formats (including word choice) to address or solve a problem.  Students will analyze and critique various forms of media and finally present a cultural critique on media of their choice.

Quarter 3: Understanding vs. Empathy
The skills students will be honing this quarter are 
Determining central ideas of a text
Analyze the development and interaction of a complex set of ideas throughout a text 
Outline and evaluate the reasoning in a seminal text 
Analyze the themes, purposes and rhetorical features of a seminal text 
Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in different media formats (as well as words) to address a question/solve a problem.  
Conduct short and sustained research projects to answer a question (including self-generated) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden inquiry; synthesize multiple sources on the topic and demonstrate understanding.  

Gather relevant information from multiple sources in diverse formats and media using advanced searches and assessing the strengths and limitations of each source and cite the sources in MLA
Quarter 4: Empathy Despite Difference
We read to understand others. We write to be understood by others.
The focus for this quarter is on analyzing a writer’s choices, and having students see themselves as writers and examine their own process and choices as they write a personal narrative.  The skills students will be honing this quarter are: 
Analyzing an author’s narrative choices for their impact on the reader and analyzing multiple perspectives and interpretations of different stories for meaning and intent.
Creating a writing process that focuses on writing intentionally, using revising strategies, and understanding the impact of syntax.
Creating a narrative that intentionally uses tension, reflection, sequencing, word choice, and conclusion to communicate a clear message and purpose.
Grading:

80% of a student’s grade will come from demonstrating proficiency of the standards/ benchmarks and 20% from assignments and participation. Pre-assessments inform teacher instruction and show student knowledge prior to instruction. These scores will appear in the grade book until the time the summative is taken and may appear low as they are prior to the standard being taught in class. During the interim, instruction and practice occurs in the class. If students are unhappy with their summative scores they will have the opportunity to re-assess any standard to raise their grade.  Students will be graded on each standard/benchmark on a rubric. 

Attendance:

Attendance is mandatory for success in the course and a legal responsibility. You must present an ADMIT slip following an absence. You must have a valid reason for your absence along with a parent/guardian note for your absence to be considered excused. You will be responsible to attain the work you missed during your absence before or after class. Tardiness in not accepted. This means you are to be seated in your desk when the bell rings.

Plagiarism and how to avoid it: Presenting someone else’s work as your own in plagiarism. Do not copy even one sentence of someone else’s work without giving credit, quoting, and citing correctly. Plagiarism will result in a zero on the assignment. Your parents, counselor, and principal will be notified of the violation. 
Classroom Expectations:

It is expected that you will come to class prepared daily. You must arrive with paper, a pencil/pen, homework or assignment, book, and handouts. All teachers at Como Senior High expect students to adhere to the policies expected by the school and the district. View this website for more information: http://www.spps.org/rights_and_responsibilities
Parent Involvement: 
Schoology is a valuable tool for you to access your student's school information such as grades, assignments and more from home or any computer. If you need help accessing Schoology, please contact one of us.
Office Hours:
We are  available in 1607  M+Th from 3:15-4:00 for additional support.

