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Class Lists:

When developing class lists, the following categories need to be considered with Teacher and Parent requests considered last:

· Gender 
· Diversity
· ELLCluster

· GT Cluster

· Special Education Clusters

· Student/Teacher compatibility

· Student/Student compatibility

· Reading Ability

· Math ability

· Teacher requests

· Parent requests

Classes should have an equal number of boys and girls.

Classes should strive to share the diversity of students at a grade level across all classes.

ELL staff will create the ELL clusters.

ELL clusters are created to maximize the collaborative support in Reader’s and Writer’s Workshop with ELL teachers.

The GT specialist will recommend GT clusters.

GT Clusters are created, based on research, as a means of supporting those extremely highly gifted students who need each other for continued growth and often times to support the social growth.   (HPE has many bright, gifted students who do not need to be clustered.  The class lists should balance these students.)

The Special Ed. Team will identify Special Ed. Clusters.

Special Education students should be clustered if they receive inclusive support from the LD teacher or TA.   Not all Special Education students need to be clustered.   Placing all Special Education students in one class adds a significant amount of indirect time required by the classroom teacher to attend IEP/ESR/childstudy meetings, so keep this in mind when placing students with IEPs.  
Student/Teacher compatibility looks at the management style of teachers and needs of students.   

Student/Student compatibility is really looking at separating students who from current year experiences are not compatible.

Teachers have worked with parents in the past either successfully or not so successfully and will make such requests based on past experiences.

Parents have worked with teachers in the past and either successfully or not so successfully and will make such requests or will have visited classroom and will have a preference based on observations and word of mouth.

Teachers rate each student in their current class in Academics/Behavior

High is positive, having a high ability in that area.  LOW is negative
Ex.  High ability to behave appropriately; conversely:  Low ability to behave appropriately.

